The Origins and History of DDC

 We suspect that ever since Charles Darwin published his famous book, On The Origin of Species that there has been sporadic efforts to celebrate his accomplishments. One, with a   recent and prolonged history, was initiated in 1982, at Salem College in Massachusetts. This weeklong event called the Darwin Festival continues to be held each year and can be reached at www.salemstate.edu/~pkelly/darwin/. However, the history, presented below, that, leads directly to the current Darwin Day Celebration Website, was developed by people who have been with the project from its inception. In the fall of 1994 the Stanford Humanist Community was having a brainstorming session trying to think of a way to bring attention to the philosophy of humanism and something that would also be worthwhile to do. The obvious possibilities of the Winter Solstice, Saween an others had been considered without producing much enthusiasm when Bob Stephens suggested the idea of celebrating Charles Darwin as a way to acknowledge the importance of science in the modern world. The discussion livened up and soon it was decided that a Darwin Day Celebration would make an interesting and constructive event. Sandy Gardner volunteered to chair the first Darwin Day planning comity and the Board adopted the program in early 1995. This Darwin Day Event was partially supported with grant funds from the James Hervey Johnson Charitable Educational Trust. 

The Stanford Humanists, now known as the Humanist Community of Palo Alto California have continued the annual Darwin Day Celebration for the past decade and it has now become an annual tradition. The list of eminent speakers below attests to the success of their events

1995. The speaker at this first Darwin Day event on April 22 was Paleontologist Dr. Donald C. Johannson who discovered 'Lucy' and the title of his talk was "Darwin and Human Origins."  Approximately 625 people attended the lecture on Kresge Auditorium at Stanford University in Palo Alto California. 

1996. The second year of the Celebration, on April 6th 1996 Dr. Richard Dawkins of New College Oxford and author several best selling books including The selfish Gene; Out of Eden; and the Blind Watchmaker was the speaker. The title of his talk was Universal Darwinism.

1997. Dr. Paul Berg, Cahill Professor in Cancer Research at Stanford University School of Medicine presented a lecture entitled Emerging Genetics: promising Opportunities and Nagging Concerns. Dr Berg is also Director of the Beckman Center for Molecular and Genetic Medicine. He is also the recipient of the 1980 Nobel Prize in Chemistry together with Walter Gilbert and Frederick Sanger.

1998. Dr. Robert Sapolsky, professor of biology and neuroscience at Stanford University spolk on the topic of "The Neurobiology of Religious Experience and Practice." Dr. Sapolsky is a recipient of thee MacArthur Foundation "genius" grant and author of the a best seller book titled  --------------------.

1999. Dr. Douglas R. Hofstadter, polymath Professor of Cognitive Science at Indiana University presented a very interesting foum entitled "Bizarre Visions of Humanity's Ethereal Future." Dr Hofstadter is director of the Center for Research on Concepts and Cognition and is author of several books including Godel, Escher, Bach: an Eternal Golden Braid.

2000. No Darwin Day event was planed for the year 2000.

2001. Evolution vs. Creationism: The anatomy of a Controversy or Why People Have a Hard Time Accepting Darwin, was the title of the lecture given by Dr. Michael Shermer, to the Humanist Community in 2002 

2002. No Event.

2003 Arthur Jackson and Bob Stephens gave a presentation on the History and future of Darwin Day etc.

2004 Lola and Bob Stephens gave a presentation on ‘Chasing Darwin In England’ etc.

The above section need much additional work !!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! 

