The Mount

The hill, overlooking the River Severn that Robert Darwin purchased to build his home on was referred to as The Mount and once the house was finished in 1800 it became known as The Mount House. Figure 2, is a plot map of the Darwin property, looking north as it appeared when the family lived there from 1800 to 1866 when it was put up  
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           Figure 2. A ‘plot plan’ of the Darwin property, courtesy of Shrewsbury Museum 

           And the Darwin Country website. http://www.shrewsburymuseums.com -- and    

           -- http://www.darwincountry.org   --.

for auction soon after his sister Susan, who lived there all of her life, died.  The numbered buildings on the property map are as follows (1) Farm Buildings; (2) Laundry; (3) Dairy; (4) Poultry; (5) Coal Bin; (6) Piggery; (7) Conservatory; (8) Plant Store; (9) Green House; (10) Tool Shed.  The other buildings on the property are labeled.
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As one proceeds up the hill on Frankwell St. towards The Mount House you cannot see the house because there is a high retaining wall that fronts the property.   However, as you turn to the right into the driveway near the top of the hill, there is a plaque attached to the stone wall (fig3) in commemoration of Charles Darwin, 1809 to 1882 

                   Figure 3

Continuing around to the right the wall changes from stone to red brick and the large, red brick home comes into view on your left (figs 4, 5, & 6). An expansive lawn, with large trees is on your right as you approach the front of the home. It is an imposing three-story building (fig 5), with single story extensions on each end (figs 4 and 6). 
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         Figure 4



Figure 5


Figure 6

Beyond the extension of the house, to the West, is a rather large "Stable-Yard"  (Fig 2) that was part of the original building built in 1800. This yard was used to ready the horses and/or carriage for use by the family and for other farm related activities. It was enclosed by farm buildings at the West end, farthest from the main house and the farm itself stretched out to the West beyond the buildings. Along the North side of the enclosure there is a laundry, and a dairy where the milk, cream and cheese were kept cool with ice from the ice-house. Ice was harvested from the river during the winter and stored in the ice-house below the home on the riverbank, for use of the household during the rest of the year.  Along the front side of the yard there were structures for poultry, coal and a piggery where pigs were slaughtered and made ready for the family table. A door from the stable-yard opens into the kitchens and the servants quarters, all of which were located in the one-story portion of the house at the West end of the three story portion of the home. 

Charles Darwin's father, Robert Waring Darwin was a physician and built the home in 1800 just after his marriage to Susannah Wedgwood, daughter of the famous porcelain manufacture Josiah Wedgwood. Doctor Darwin ran his medical practice from his home and the patients came to the front door of the house and waited to see the doctor in the room immediately to the left of the entryway. Doctor Darwin's office and surgery were to the left of the waiting room and the surgery was across the hall to the back of the house. 
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The remaining portion of the first floor was family quarters. There was a library to the right of the front door -- a large dinning room and sitting room stretched across the back of the house with large windows overlooking the river. The property fell off sharply to the river just a short distance behind the house and the bank of the river is now covered with trees and shrubs. The one story sunroom or conservatory to the right of the main house was not a part of the Darwin home -- it was built at a later date. 
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          Figure 7                                                                      Figure 8

The second floor of the main house was a series of bedrooms and one of them served as the nursery where all the children were born, including Charles. The window to this room can be seen in figure 7, off to the upper left corner of the front entry way. Figure 8 is of the fireplace in this room. 

