*  Suggestions for Universities and Colleges: 

Some Universities and Colleges have developed rather elaborate annual programs to Celebrate Darwin, for many years and their websites are great sources of information. Perhaps you would like to review some of them before starting to plan your own Celebration. At the more enthusiastic level there is Salem College, Mass. where they started to celebrate Darwin and Science in 1980 and have had an annual program ever since. They refer to their Celebration as the Darwin Festival and it runs for a whole week. Their website is -- http://www.salemstate.edu/~pkelly/darwin/ --. Another example can be found at the University of Tennessee, where they began their Darwin Day Program in 1997. It takes place over a two-day period on or near Darwin’s birthday on Feb.12th. To review this website go to –  http://fp.bio.utk.edu/darwin/ --.

Baruch College maintains a Darwin website – http://darwin.baruch.cuny.edu/index.html -- and their ‘Darwin recognition events’ have taken several form -- some times as a Faculty Development Colloquium and at other times as a Seminar and still at other times in the form of interesting classes – some open to the public – http://darwin.baruch.cuny.edu/seminar.html --.

Perhaps the most traditional way for a university or college to communicate with their respective communities is to have an evening seminar with one to three speakers – featured as an educational seminar or as a debate. We suggest that the Darwin Day Celebration could take this form at any time during the first half of the month of February.

A Celebration that is simpler to develop is one that has a single speaker deliver an appropriate lecture in a large auditorium. Have the speaker introduced by someone familiar with the reasons for producing this International Celebration, so that an appropriate perspective is set for the lecture. Open the event to the community and if necessary sell tickets for an amount to cover the expenses. You can augment this type of an event with a reception for the speaker or a ‘Darwin Day’ party, with a Birthday Cake so that everyone has a chance to discuss the presentation and the reason for the Celebration. Make it a community social event and everyone will enjoy it and express their appreciation.   

An extremely rewarding way to become familiar with Darwin and begin your quest for greater knowledge about the science of evolution is to plan a Faculty-Student-Community tour to the sites in England that are closely associated with Darwin’s life. This fascinating genius was born in a small town close to the Northern boarder with Wales. The name of the town is Shrewsbury (Blake, make Shrewsbury a link to our website info here) and it is one of the most delightful and friendly villages in all England. The old Town is almost surrounded by a horse-shoe-shaped bend in the River Severn and the numerous sights associated with Darwin are all within a 10-minute walk from the center of this intriguing town. In addition this town is proud of its most famous son and has taken steps to anticipate your visit. In February there is a weeklong Darwin Festival and in 2005 they hope to make this into a month-long affair. The Festival is supported by the Government and also, by the Chamber of Commerce. The most significant location that is directly associated with Darwin’s work is the Family home near the small village of Downe referred to as Down House (Blake, Make Down House a link). The home and, 18 acre estate, is now a museum and is owned and maintained by British Heritage. The bottom floor of the home has been restored to the condition that it was in when the Darwins lived there and the second floor is devoted to displays important to Darwin’s life and the development of his scientific theory of evolution. Each of these sites are rewarding in their own right but the two of them together makes for an education that one should not miss. 

Darwin also spent his college years at Edinburgh and a Cambridge Universities from 1821 to 1826. These two sites are also important to Darwin’s life but are also important as locations to visit in there own right.
