DARWIN DAY CELEBRATION

A Celebration of Charles Darwin’s 200th Birthday
February 12, 2009 
January 1, 2007
Dr. XXXXX
Address
Dear XXXX,

Darwin Day Celebration (DDC) www.darwinday.org and The Alliance for Science (AfS) http://www.allianceforscience.org/ have developed a plan to promote National support for the central role of evolution in science. The plan consists of the establishment of a National Task Force for the purpose of promoting participation by the entire scientific community in the Celebration of Darwin’s Bicentennial birthday in February 2009 to be known as the "Darwin Day 200 Celebration." Our plan of action will be announced at the National Meeting of the American Association for the Advancement of Science (AAAS) in San Francisco during Symposium # 180-102 “Supporting Evolution at the Grass-Roots: Building Better Bridges,” Friday, Feb 16, 2007, (next month) 1:45 PM - 4:45 PM

As a Nobel Laureate your support would carry special significance for this effort so we are writing to ask permission to use your name in support of this interesting and important project. As a supporter you would be joining members of the DDC Advisory Board that includes E. O. Wilson, Daniel Dennett, Eugenie Scott, Steven Pinker, Michael Shermer and others. Please respond as soon as you can.
As scientists and concerned citizens, we all recognize that it is vital that we increase public understanding and support for science. To this end, the DDC and the AfS will vigorously promote the plan to establish a National Day of support for the central role of evolution in science, the Darwin Day 200 Celebration!  Darwin Day 200 will celebrate much more than the life, virtues, and singular accomplishment of a great scientist. It is a celebration of science and humanity, and a celebration of the endless stream of enlightening and useful discoveries that continue to flow in the wake of Darwin's seminal work. We will celebrate how Darwin's brilliant theory has been so amply confirmed not only by the abundant record of transitional fossils, but also by cutting edge discoveries in fields such as DNA research.
                         We need your support in this effort!
Robert J. Stephens, Ph.D.
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