Brainstorming from Dinner at Mike’s restaurant, 2/11/07

(With clarifications by David Harris, 19 Feb'07)
Bob Stephens invited ideas of how to promote DDC and the Bicentennial Darwin Day Celebration.

Jon King of the town of Shrewsbury said their effort was to find partners and people with a like minded goal of emphasizing the contributions of science to the modern world and create an inspiration for young people to enter and appreciate science.  They are building support from other institutions around Shrewsbury, England.
Bill Durham (Stanford) described the plans for a Galapagos visit of Stanford students and alumni, including a course for credit with presentations by the undergraduates.  Also a Stanford “Beagle Voyage” in a private jet is planned for the year 2009.  This would be a 28-day trip mostly visiting sites on the Tropic of Cancer, traveling west and ending in Shrewsbury.

Jon and Patti Zussman described their screenplay about Darwin, in progress.  Bill Durham is the scientific advisor.

John Siegel (Stanford professor and DDC Board member) suggested we should provide supplies and instructional materials for high school and middle school teachers to teach about evolution.  He also described a cross-school teaching idea, where all departments focus on the theme of evolution and Darwin on the same day.

David Harris suggested using newsgroups, like Yahoo's free newsgroups, to allow sharing and support of people who want to try creating posters, videos, slogans, and other things that can be downloaded and used for future DD events.  This would create enthusiasm and allow mutual support that we can't provide ourselves.
Several contests were proposed, including video, board game, video game, and poster contests (Sonia W. Bex’s posters were displayed on easels).  Try to think of a way to engage the MySpace crowd.  [Step 1: Get a MySpace account to gain familiarity with its attributes.]
Bob and Jon discussed the upcoming announcement at the AAAS meeting this week about the Task Force for the Bicentennial Darwin Day Celebration.  Bob mentioned that the Darwin Day website now has translation templates to facilitate the outreach to other languages and countries.  David Harris, "the techie" who creates such things, was introduced.

David mentioned evolutionary programming, which changes the rules to produce somethings, and then can model selection of those somethings that best meet some criterion.  This computer process often produces non-obvious solutions to problems, which teaches us that our ideas of solutions are limited, compared to random chance with a lot of "generations" of evolution.
Bob thanked Arthur and the outreach being done by the local and international Humanist organizations.  "Evolution Sunday", the statement and sermons about the compatibility of religious faith and science, has been a huge step forward.

Jon King discussed an artistic group at Birmingham, England, "evolving" works of art using computer programs that are improved by evolutionary principles of mutation and selection.  See the description of "evolutionary programming" above. 

Jon King also mentioned the Darwin concert.  [When?]
Can we get Google to have a Darwin/evolution theme picture on its little cartoon above the Google search terms slot?

Bob and Jon mentioned the new Beagle replica; anyone can contribute $12 and help the project.  It is planned as an educational vessel to take student groups out on adventures.  See Peter McGrath news story (on darwinday.org website) for details.

Finally, Jon said we are all (for no cost) invited to register as Darwinites.

Banner ads were suggested by Matt, and David with follow up on how these can be emailed by all of us to various contacts and include a link to the website. 

Wunderfest founder (Tucker _ )  mentioned that the SETI Institute already has a K-12 evolution curriculum ("Voyages Through Time") and we should include them, rather than reinvent the wheel.  See http://www.seti.org/site/apps/nl/content2.asp?c=ktJ2J9MMIsE&b=194993&ct=3530965 and most particularly http://www.seti.org/site/pp.asp?c=ktJ2J9MMIsE&b=181004 .
Mimi, who is writing a book for preschoolers, on the theme of “We are all scientists”, requested that we try to think of a simple slogan or idea, such as observing something new in our neighborhood, to further that theme.
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