1. COVER SHEET
 
a. Include the program solicitation number and check the preliminary proposal (or preproposal) box.
 
 David and Bob have been working on this and I think it is about ready to go.
 
2. PROJECT SUMMARY ( to be only one page long)
 
a. essence of the proposed project clear to the reader.
b. Succinctly describe deliverables and demonstrate how they achieve the intended audience and strategic impacts.
c. Address the characteristics of innovation and collaboration. 
d. It must explicitly summarize in separate statements the project's Intellectual Merit and Broader Impacts, including the Additional Review Criteria (in Section, VI. A)
these are * What is the intellectual merit of the proposed activity? ** What are the broader impacts of the proposed activities?  *** Additional Review Criteria -- within Intellectual merit reviewers will asses: + deliverables, ++ project design, +++ project team, ++++ Partnerships. **** 

Within Broader impacts, reviewers will asses: + Audience (Impact), ++ Public audiences (Impact), +++ Professional (Impact), ++++ Impact evaluation + clear measures and criteria to for defining success? ++ Strategic Impact, 
e. Summary is limited to one single-spaced page.
 
  

The essence of the proposed project is to promote and deliver informal science education on the subject of evolution in an economically efficient manner to a broad spectrum of the general public at the National and International levels. In fact, the specific concept behind the formation of our non-profit corporation 'Darwin Day Celebration' when it was formed in the year 2000, was to promote informal science education. To accomplish to accomplish our mission we need to substantially expand our current model, that employs two (2) significant and innovative elements, which we have tested and found to be very successful. First, we have constructed a website that serves as an informal source of accurate scientific information on evolution for a broad spectrum of the general public, as well as for science educators at all levels. This website, darwinday.org, contains detailed information on the topics of Charles Darwin's life, his contributions as an important scientist, and evolutionary biology -- including the molecular mechanisms that underlies the process of evolution. (A measure of the current success of our website can be seen from the fact that over 1,100 other websites point(link?)to it for information on these subjects.)  Secondly, by using Darwin as a symbol, we are promoting an annual Celebration of Science and Humanity on, or near his birthday on February 12. To accomplish this we are using e-mail, and dynamic Web page generation to encourage and publicize a variety of lectures, exhibits in libraries and museums, discussions, dramatizations, and other events focused on the scientific basis of evolution. This activity is developed through informal partnerships and collaborative activity with many other groups throughout the USA, and in other countries. For instance, in February 2005 there were 143 informal educational events open to the public, that took place across America and in 12 additional countries around the world. These events were attended by many thousands of participants, it is important to emphasize that these events are annual celebrations not one-time events. Samples of these informal, educational  events can be seen on our website under Events. The funds we are seeking will be used to improve and expand the content of our website and to greatly expand our outreach to groups across the country and around the world, who in turn develop the educational celebratory events  
 
The intellectual merit of this project is that, in addition to its inherent scientific value, it addresses a timely and current topic in the public arena, that of the authenticity of evolution as a scientific theory and the need for the general public to learn more about it. Our approach makes it possible to include exciting new data on the relationship between molecular genetics and evolution. For instance many members of the general public have shown a strong interest in the structure of DNA and the function of the human genome, both from the point of view of their personal health and in its relationship to the genetics of all other living organisms on this planet. Therefore, we feel confident that our approach to informal science education has been shown to be an effective method for reaching out to those interested in life-long informal learning and is ready for significant expansion. Through our activities we encourage life-long informal education by making it possible for the general public to access, not only the informal educational opportunities on our website that they can visit online but also through attendance at numerous yearly educational events sponsored be University Biology Departments, Museums, Libraries that we contact but, also with others organizations that independently learn about our efforts from our website or through our nascent outreach efforts. Individual public members can even contemplate participating by sponsoring their own private or public event.  
 
The broader impact of these activities can be seen in the long-term effects of these ongoing informal educational opportunities. For instance we have been able to build excitement around the fact that Darwin's 200th will ocur in 2009. Among other activities we are promoting a countdown to 2009 to achieve what we refer to as a Global Celebration. In this context large numbers of the general public both in the USA and around the world will be informally educated as we encourage professional individuals and institutions to develop an informal programs to Celebrate Science and Humanity and to invite the public to attend.  
 
The funds we are seeking from the ISE in this application are to enhance our ability to expand our outreach efforts and establish informal partnerships within the USA and other countries. To accomplish this task we need financial assistance in the following areas. 
 
     1. Website maintenance and expansion: We will need to increase our current Web programmer from 1/2 time to full time to (a) cover increasing website content and structure development and maintenance needs (b) post new items under the "What's New" section. (c) handle increasing incoming email related to the website and (d) coordinate and post translations of our website into other languages as they are received from volunteer translators. Currently volunteers from 4 countries have contacted us to do these translations and we will be solicit many more by using the Web site.       
 
     2. Greatly expanded outreach efforts focused on domestic and international learners: To accomplish this we will need to hire two new full-time professional communicators. One would staff the domestic desk and the other the international desk. To date most of our outreach effort has consisted of contacting professional scientists and soliciting their voluntary cooperation in the development of independent, informal public educational events, sponsor by their institutions and that they, themselves spearhead. Example of these educational events are presented in the Project Description  We invite them to visit our website and offer them non-monetary assistance on how to initiate an 'event' appropriate for their institution. From our past experience we recognize that to accomplish the expansion we anticipate, these two-way email communications will require an individual to address each of these markets.
 
3. We do not now have an independent External Evaluator and will need to include this in our application.
 
4. To accomodate the anticipated expansion we will need to purchase one additional Computer.  (a onetime expense)
