FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Redwood City, California - Press release February 7, 2007
Darwin Day Celebrations take place from February 10-18 in 2007

Darwin Day Celebration (DDC) is pleased to announce that at least 850 celebratory events will take place during February, 2007.  While Darwin’s birthday is on February12, EVENTS will take place between Feb. 10 and Feb. 18, which includes two weekends.  In addition to the USA, many events will occur in at least 15 other countries including Italy, the United Kingdom, Ireland, Australia, Hungary, Canada, Brazil, and more.  We also note that the Darwin Day Celebrations are taking on a life of their own and the best way to recognize this is to Google either "Darwin Day Celebration" or simply "Darwin Day".  Our Web-site is www.darwinday.org .  

DDC will be participating in the National Task Force during the remainder of 2007 and all of 2008, that will be dedicated to the promotion of Science and Darwin’s Bicentennial Birthday in 2009 as described below. 

We consider science to be an international language.  Therefore, during the remainder of 2007, DDC plans on translating its Website into many different languages, so that we can be more effective in our outreach work to non-English countries.

Darwin Day Celebration and Alliance for Science forms National Task Force!

Darwin Day Celebration (DDC) www.darwinday.org ; The Alliance for Science (AfS) http://www.allianceforscience.org  and the Clergy Letter Project http://www.butler.edu/clergyproject/rel_evol_sun2007.htm       Will announce the formation of a National Task Force for the purpose of promoting “Science and Darwin Day 200,” at the Annual Meeting of the American Association for the Advancement of Science (AAAS) in San Francisco. This will be done during Symposium # 180-102 “Supporting Evolution at the Grass-Roots: Building Better Bridges,” Friday, Feb 16, 2007, 1:45 - 4:45 PM

To emphasize the importance of Darwin Day 200 we will partner with Darwin's Home Town of Shrewsbury England where a month-long Darwin Festival is held each year and where plans are in progress for Shrewsbury to be the Epicenter for Darwin's International Bicentennial Celebration in 2009.  To make this partnership official, Jon King, Founder/Director of the Shrewsbury Festival will be with us when the announcement is made at the AAAS meeting.

As scientists and citizens we recognize that it serves no-one’s interest for the public to remain misled about science in the 21st century.  Our Coalition is convinced that the Celebration of Science and Humanity is an idea whose time has come or, perhaps, it’s an idea that is long over due.  "I can think of no other human activity that has contributed more to our lives than our ability to engage in scientific thinking, said Dr. Stephens, President of DDC."  Stephens continued by noting that Thomas Huxley (Darwin's Bulldog) had stated in an essay published it 1893 that, “We are all scientists” therefore everyone can feel that they are part of, and can enthusiastically embrace, the idea of showing appreciation for scientific knowledge.  We should not lose sight of the fact that human curiosity and ingenuity drive the acquisition of new scientific investigation!  While modern scientists must use very complex instruments to acquire and interpret new data, we are all capable of learning about, and appreciating new and exciting scientific knowledge based on evidence. 

Contact people:

Robert J. (Bob) Stephens, Ph.D.; President, Darwin Day Celebration, 650- 701-1948, email rjst@aol.com
Irving W. Wainer, MD., Ph.D.; Chair, Alliance for Science, 410- 558-8498, email iwainer@hotmail.com
Michael Zimmerman, Ph.D.; Chair, Clergy Letter Project, 317- 940-6644, email mzimmerm@butler.edu
Jonathan King; Director, Shrewsbury Darwin Festival, 01144- 1952- 641935,  jon.king@shrewsbury.gov.uk
- END -
