Dear Darwin Day Supporter:

Letter to Supporters 2007

First I’d like to invite you to visit our updated Home page at www.darwinday.org and browse the section on News and Views regarding How to Celebrate Science and Humanity.  Note, that this year’s Nobel Prize winner in Chemistry, Roger Kornberg, recommended the celebration of science on PBS News Hour, on October 3rd 2006.  Take a little time to click on the various examples of Websites that have developed events for Darwin Day in the past – for instance there are samples for universities, colleges, high schools, K-12, museums, libraries, and more.  There are also examples of some very exceptional projects that are being planned for the bicentennial in 2009 and at the bottom of this section there are two additional websites – one for Alliance for Science and one for Defend Science that you will want to visit and consider supporting.

Believe it or not, it’s time for us to start promoting Darwin Day Celebrations for 2007!  Many thanks to all of you who have provided your names as “supporters of Darwin Day -- the International Celebration of Science and Humanity.”  Even thought this yearly celebration has taken on a life-of-its-own, with many independent National and International Institutions taking part in the festivities, we still enjoy everyone’s response that gives recognition to our most reliable knowledge system – that of verifiable scientific knowledge produced by human curiosity and ingenuity!  We also invite everyone to register their Celebratory Events on our website as a way of showing support for each other and for the vast knowledge that humanity throughout the world have produced!

As was reported earlier this year, the celebration on February 12, 2006, was a tremendous success, with over 650 events being held around the world in at least 13 countries.  In addition we made the news in a big way, appearing in over 150 newspapers, E-news articles and even on prime time TV news.
Your response to our request for financial assistance earlier this year has permitted our staff to design and developed our own unique software.  This software is now available to be used in translating our website into many other languages – a few translations are currently being done.  However, if any of you with good computer skills and who are fluent in a non-English language can volunteer to work with our language coordinator and translate additional languages we would appreciate your assistance. Please contact us at translators@darwinday.org.  We believe we have an active volunteer for Greek, South American Spanish, Italian, and with less certainty for Brazilian Portugese, Chinese, and Bengali. 
[David, please include how you would like them to contact you. OK? You might want to mention the languages you now have volunteers for?]
As “Supporters” you are aware that February 12, 2007, will be Darwin’s 198th birthday so we only have just two more years to reach out to the world and promote the Global Bicentennial Celebration in 2009! To accomplish this we will need to develop additional outreach materials and I’m asking you to assist us to enable this objective by going to our Home page at http://www.darwinday.org,  where you will find that you can conveniently make a donation through Pay Pal or by other means if you prefer. 

Sincere thanks for your support,

Robert J. ("Bob") Stephens, Ph. D.
Emeritus Director, Cell Biology Program

SRI International (formerly Stanford Research Institute)

President, Darwin Day Celebration, a nonprofit, tax-deductible 501(c)3 corp.
http://darwinday.org
P.S. If you do not want to receive further e-mail from Darwin Day Celebration at your current e-mail address, simply send an e-mail to unsubscribe@darwinday.org, using the account you want unsubscribed.  If using that account is not possible, send the information from another account, with a message giving your old e-mail address, and the e-mail where we can verify that you actually want our messages stopped.  You can also unsubscribe by sending regular mail, with your e-mail clearly identified, to "Darwin Day Celebration (Unsubscribe), 2682 Middlefield Rd, Ste. P, Redwood City, CA  94063, USA".
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	Nobel Laureate Roger Kornberg endorses the  celebration of science: 
The 2006 Nobel Prize winner in Chemistry, Roger Kornberg recommended the Celebration of Science on PBS News Hour on October 3rd 2006

JEFFREY BROWN: “Well, Roger, on that, finally, I heard you in a press conference today talk about how this award was a nice chance to celebrate the role of science in our society. What did you mean by that?”

ROGER KORNBERG: “I think that we so rarely have the opportunity nowadays, with the news that we all hear and read on a regular basis, to celebrate intellectual activity, to celebrate the rewards of study and achievement in science and in the university, in other aspects. I think it's not only important to do so, but it's more than that: a privilege, a joy to celebrate.”
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	  Salem College in Massachusetts: < http://w3.salemstate.edu/~pkelly/darwin/ >For Colleges and Universities, this is an excellent website to browse for ideas on how to Celebrate because Salem College has had a tradition of hosting a Darwin Celebration for over 25 years. This ‘Darwin Festival’ lasts for a full week each year and is open to the public -- it is a wonderful model for all to consider!  You can also view additional examples by going to “Darwin Day Related Websites,” under Ways You Can Participate #5 at the top of this Homepage. 

Darwin Day Celebration at UC Berkeley:

< http://essig.berkeley.edu/pages/darwin.htm > This Celebration is sponsored by three Bay Area groups; Bay Area Biosystematists, UC Berkeley Entomology Students Organization, and the Essig Museum of Entomology. Browse for some great ideas on how groups or departments can cooperate to insure success!

	[image: image3.png]o




	 Wickliffe Secondary School:  

< http://www.accessexcellence.org/AE/ATG/data/released/0486-RichBenz/ > Biology teacher Rich Benz has developed ‘linked files’ that will help you celebrate Darwin Day with your biology students in high school. From their website: “Every year the students at Wickliffe High in Ohio forget about old Abe Lincoln for a few minutes and celebrate the birth of one of our greatest scientists – Charles R. Darwin born February 12, 1809.”

K-12  < http://www.Swarthmore.edu/NatSci/cpurrin1/evolk12/evoops.htm > --Swarthmore College Professor of Biology, Colin Purrington has created a website with a section entitled the Evolution Outreach Project that contains material that is very useful to science teaches celebrating Darwin, Science and Humanity! Visit his website for ideas and useful materials. 
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	 American Museum of Natural History:< http://www.amnh.org/exhibitions/darwin/ > The curator of this magnificent exhibit about Darwin’s life and work is Niles Eldredge, whose professional passion is evolution. This historical exhibit opened in New York on November 19, 2005 and will travel to Boston, Toronto and Chicago before going to the Natural History Museum in London in time to celebrate the 200th anniversary of Darwin’s birth in 2009!

Pen Museum:  < http://www.upenn.edu/pennnews/article.php?id=892 > Museums can have fun celebrating Darwin, Science and Humanity -- from Penn’s Website: “The free day features short "teach-in" talks by experts in the galleries, a discussion forum in the "Science Cafe" and a physical anthropologist corner with plaster casts of hominid skulls and other bones.  Visitors are invited to sign up and deliver short readings of excerpts from Darwin's many writings.  There will be a birthday cake and the opportunity to play badminton, reputedly a favorite game of Darwin.  Darwin himself, or a reasonable likeness, is expected to make an appearance during the day. Penn Museum is delighted to join a growing, international chorus of classroom teachers, museums, universities and other organizations in celebrating the life and achievements of Charles Darwin," said Richard M. Leventhal, the Museum director.  "Darwin's theory of evolution has dramatically changed the way people study and think about our world.”   
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	 Darwin Week in Charleston:  

< http://www.cofc.edu/~dillonr/DarwinWeekVI.html > Here is a good example of how professional university scientists; their organizations and publications can develop ways to Celebrate Science and Humanity.  The main sponsor for this Darwin week in Charleston is the Charleston Chapter of Sigma Xi but there are a number of other sponsors within the community as well including the College of Charleston, Churches, Student Clubs and the County Hall of Science and Math!  From their Website: “The public is invited to the sixth annual Celebration of Darwin Week in Charleston. This year’s events are bigger, and better, and more diverse than ever! All events are free!  But arrive early – seats will fill up fast!


	Tutt Library News:  

< http://library.coloradocollege.edu/news/archives/2006/02/darwin_day_disp.html > Tutt library at Colorado College devoted a display case on the second floor to an exhibit of books by and about Darwin, along with information about his life. A picture of their eye catching display is shown on their website.

Gumberg Library: < http://darwinlibrary.amnh.org/index.php?globalnav=gallery > at Duquesne University participates in the Darwin Day Events on campus by preparing a special display of selected Darwin Material.

	Churches: Evolution Sunday 2007: 

< http://www.butler.edu/clergyproject/rel_evol_sun2007.htm > Many churches are joining the celebration of Darwin, Science and Humanity -- you will find excellent examples here -- from their website: “on 11 February 2007 hundreds of congregations from all portions of the country and a host of denominations will come together to discuss the compatibility of religion and science.   For far too long, strident voices, in the name of Christianity, have been claiming that people must choose between religion and modern science.” 

	 Bicentennial Celebrations of Darwin Science and Humanity in 2009:

< http://www.darwinshrewsbury.com/about/index.html > are taking many forms:  
Darwin’s birthplace, Shrewsbury, England, plans to be the epicenter of the global anniversary celebrations in 2009. From their Website: “The organisers of Shrewbury 2009 have drawn together the arts and the sciences to create a constantly evolving and wide ranging programme that will expand over the coming years, culminating in 2009 with a calendar of events, which will form the epicentre of the global anniversary celebrations.” 

The Beagle Project: < http://www.thebeagleproject.com/thevision.html >
 The Beagle will sail again in 2009 and you can assist financially by going to their website. In their own words: “The Pembrokeshire Beagle will be a working replica of the boat on which the young Charles Darwin sailed between 1831 and 1836…We intend that the replica Beagle will inspire a new generation of scientists and play a crucial role in increasing public understanding of science… the Beagle will sail with crews of young students who will undertake scientific research and environmental monitoring, and will be mentored by science professionals seconded from universities and industry… She will be the focus of worldwide attention during the Darwin 200 celebrations in 2009, which will celebrate and promote the life and work of Charles Darwin.”

Mukto-mona: 

< http://www.mukto-mona.com/Special_Event_/Darwin_day/index.htm > From their website: “Mukto-mona is an Internet Congregation of freethinkers of mainly Bengali and South Asian decent across the globe. With a mission to promote science and human rights, etc.”  You will enjoy both the graphics and articles on this attractive website!  


Alliance for Science: < http://www.allianceforscience.org/ > In St. Louis on February 19, 2006, an organization representing 10,000 Christian clergy from many denominations joined with scientists and educators to launch The Alliance for Science, which opposes the teaching of Creationism/Intelligent Design in public schools. Darwin Day recommend that you add your name to this cause!

Defend Science: < http://www.defendscience.org/index.html > is “An Urgent Call by Scientists to: DEFEND SCIENCE!” From their website “In the USA Science is under attack as never before” -- you are invited to participate by reading and signing the Defend Science Statement on their website where you can also make a financial donation and join the battle! 

  

