This letter of inquiry is in response to your offer to assist me to determine if my project fits within the funding vision of the Templeton Foundation and that it would be appropriate for me to make a grant application.

 

Darwin Day Celebration is a California nonprofit 501(c)3 educational corporation, with a  dual mission to promote public education about science and to encourage the celebration of Science and Humanity throughout the global community.

   

The purpose for which I would be requesting funds is to assist us to continue the rapid establishment and expansion of an authentic, annual celebration of Darwin, Science and Humanity! The main objective of this celebration is to support reason and to assist science and theology to reach a common understanding of the importance of evolution to the science of biology. To accomplish this goal we appeal to existing organizations such as K-12 Schools, Universities, Museums, Churches, Libraries and Private Groups to sponsor and produce educational EVENTS. These events, which are registered on our website are designed to informally educate the general public and parishioners alike, that there is no need for a conflict between theology and the science of evolution.  

 

To accomplish our mission Darwin Day www.darwinday.org cooperates with the Clergy Letter Project http://www.clergyletterproject.net/index.php . This activity originated in the year 2001 and that year, we were able to encourage 24 institutions to sponsor and produce celebrations across the USA. Since then the number has steadily increased each year until in February 2007, there were over 850 informal educational celebrations in the USA and 13 additional countries. Of these, 460 ?--- were held in churches and were referred to as Evolution Sunday the remaining events were held at Universities, Libraries, Museums, and by private organizations. Darwin’s bicentennial birthday will be on Feb 12, 2009 and we would like to take advantage of this fact to rapidly expand our efforts to promote this authentic celebration both nationally and internationally. 

 

Samples of these activities are listed on our website under 'Events'. In addition, our press releases and promotional activities were picked up by 'top news service agencies' such as Bloomberg and AP wire services -- as a result articles appeared in over 155 newspapers, E-news articles and also on primetime TV evening news. Further, the term "Darwin Day," a phrase propagated by our website and outreach activities now appears on over 142,000 web pages. Unfortunately it is not possible to establish an accurate figure on how many people have been directly influenced by this activity but we think it is safe to say that they number in the low millions.

 

The size of the detailed budget that we would like to submit would be approximately $94,000 to be used mainly to increase our outreach work to existing institutions and individuals, worldwide. The model, which we use for our outreach work has already been tested for over 6 years and consists of two significant, innovative elements. First, we have constructed a website http://www.darwinday.org, that serves continuously as an informal source of accurate scientific information on evolution for students and teachers at all levels. Second, using Darwin as a symbol, we promote annual Celebrations of Science and Humanity, sponsored by many other existing organizations at no cost to us. These activities take place on, or near Darwin's birthday on February 12 each year. To promote these activities, we use a database, dynamic Web page generation, and e-mail to encourage and publicize a variety of public lectures and other activities at universities, secular free-thought organizations, exhibits in libraries and museums, dramatizations, and other events open to the public, as well as private functions such as dinners and parties, focused on the scientific basis of evolution.

 

 

Brainstorm:

1. Explaining science that is related to religion (not only supernatural religions?)

a. Bonobos as one source of altruism.
b. All humans are very similar, so race is just small matters of appearance, and culture.  
c. The ebbing of "human exceptionalism" particularly by Galileo/Kepler and by Darwin.

2. Review of brain activity studies (e.g. PET scans and functional MRI) on where in the brain the religious experiences occur.

3. Educate about Templeton question:  "Might the science of evolution one day become mathematically precise and law-like?"
a. How the "tree of life" is drawn automatically from DNA data, and how it shows our place among many.

b. The math of "tree of life" calculations.
c. Evolutionary programming (EP) explained and applied to create things. 

d. Using EP to show the power of random change over a long time and the apparent "designedness" of non-obvious solutions.  Is non-obvious highly correlated with the sense of being designed?
4. Evolution of human nervous system from 3+1 life plans:

a. McClean's "Triune Brain" of 

i. Reptilian

ii. Mammalian

iii. Neocortical/human and

b. Worm brain/gut brain/second brain of the GI tract.

             Proposal:
Get funded for what we already have done:  Celebrate and spread into multiple languages the scientific evidence for close relatedness of all humans, and the themes of peace, altruism, non-self centeredness that occur in most religions.  Make some new pages with the evidence of our common humanity and summarize the religious themes that are compatible with recent discoveries.




See what's free at AOL.com. 
