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 Darwin Day Celebration

AN INTERNATIONAL RECOGNITION OF SCIENCE AND HUMANITY

      2682 Middlefield Rd., Suite P, Redwood City, CA  94063 * info@darwinday.org * 650-701-1948



Dear Dr. Wilson,

Darwin Day Celebration (DDC)greatly appreciates the use of your name as a member of our Advisory Board for the past 6 years.  I now have a special request that, in light of your latest publication "The Creation", I hope you will have no trouble in agreeing to.

Darwin Day is cooperating with an organization that was formed just 2 years ago known as The Alliance for Science (AfS) .  You may be familiar with it but in case you aren't the Alliance consists of the Clergy Letter Project that promotes Evolution Sunday in February and  scientists and concerned  citizens. The mission of the AfS is to heighten public understanding and support for science and to preserve the distinctions between science and religion in the public sphere.

Dr. Irving W. Wainer from the National Institutes of Health, the Chairman of AfS, has asked me to contact you for the following purpose.  On February 16, 2007 (next month), AfS and DDC plan to make a joint announcement at the annual AAAS meeting in San Francisco intended to encourage members of the Clergy and American Scientists to develop plans to Celebrate Darwin's Birthday in both 2008 and especially his Bicentennial Birthday in 2009!

To bring as much attention to our efforts as possible Irv is witting a letter to the Noble Laureates in appropriate research fields asking them to lend their names to this project.  Of course the purpose of this effort is both to celebrate Charles Darwin's Bicentennial Birthday and to informally educate the general public about science, particularly about the theory of evolution.

I would greatly appreciate it if you would permit Irv to use your name in this letter as a supporter so that others would be encouraged to permit the use of their names as well.  In other words, we see the merits of the message in your publication of having religious people and scientist work together to save the planet and that, at one level, is what we are doing!  I hope you will see the value in what we are trying to accomplish and permit us to use you name in this way.

If you have questions of need additional information please let me know.

Sincerely yours,

Bob Stephens, Ph.D.

Pres. Darwin Day Celebration, www.darwinday.org 

PS. The paragraph below is taken from an article entitled Darwin Lives in a publication from Stanford University School of Medicine and is intended to introduce you to Dr. Wainer.

Medical researchers and clinicians should be particularly concerned about the politicization of science, argues Irv Wainer, PhD, a clinical oncology researcher with the National Institutes of Health.  "People are afraid that teaching evolution will take away their kids' faith in God, and that they will end up in hell," he says.  "What they don't understand is that all of the work I do on multidrug resistance in breast cancer is based on evolutionary theory."

---------------------   Irv Wainer's draft letter in which your name would be used ---------- 

DARWIN DAY CELEBRATION

A Celebration of Charles Darwin’s 200th Birthday

February 12, 2009 

January 1, 2007

Dr. XXXXX

Address

Dear XXXX,

We are writing you to ask for your support and participation in the Celebration of Darwin’s Bicentennial birthday (Darwin Day Celebration) in February, 2009. Please join the Darwin Day Celebration today by returning this letter and add your name to the growing list of supporters that includes: E.O. Wilson, ….  

         As scientists and concerned citizens, we recognize that it is vital that we increase public understanding and support for science. To this end, the Darwin Day Celebration  (DDC) and the Alliance for Science (AfS) have developed a plan to encourage a national day of support for the central role of evolution in science, the Darwin Day Celebration.  Darwin Day will celebrate much more than the life, virtues, and singular accomplishment of a great scientist. It is a celebration of science and humanity, and a celebration of the endless stream of enlightening and useful discoveries that continue to flow in the wake of Darwin's seminal work. We will celebrate how Darwin's brilliant theory has been so amply confirmed not only by the abundant record of transitional fossils, but also by cutting edge discoveries in fields such as DNA research.

       The establishment of a National Task Force for the Darwin Day Celebration will be announced at the National Meeting of the American Association for the Advancement of Science in San Francisco during Symposium # 180-102 “Supporting Evolution at the Grass-Roots: Building Better Bridges,” Friday, Feb 16, 2007, 1:45 PM - 4:45 PM

We need your support in this effort!

Bob Stephens Ph.D.                                            Irving W. Wainer

Pres., Darwin Day Celebration                            Chair, Alliance for Science

www.darwinday.org                                             www.allianceforscience.org

