           James Hervey Johnson -- Educational Trust 

                                  Grant Application

1. Darwin Day Celebration (DDC)

2. 2682 Middlefield Rd. Suite P.   Redwood City Ca 94063.

3. Same as above.

4. 650-701-1948

5. 650-269-7295

6. Robert J Stephens Ph.D. President, 650-369-7214

7. DDC was first incorporated in New Mexico on July 12, 2001. It was subsequently dissolved and reincorporated in California on July 14, 2004.

8. Yes

9. Ask Ben Wade if we file IRS forms 990 and / or 990PF? (Waiting for a reply from Ben)

10. Grant Amount requested $25,000

11. State Purpose -- The purpose for which we are requesting this grant is to assist us to continue the rapid expansion of an authentic, annual secular celebration of Darwin, Science and Humanity.  We began this activity in the year 2001 and that year we were able to encourage existing institutions to sponsor and produce 24 celebrations across the USA.  In 2007, this number has grown to over 850 informal educational celebrations in the USA and 13 additional countries.  Darwin’s bicentennial birthday will be on Feb 12, 2009 and we would like to take advantage of this fact to rapidly expand our efforts to promote this authentic secular celebration both nationally and internationally.

      12. Use of Funds? – The funds we are requesting would be used to pay part-time,

            university students, to compile lists containing the titles and email addresses of 

            appropriate personnel in existing organizations such as those in specific 

            Departments of Science in Universities, Museums, Libraries, National and

            International Humanist and other Non-Theistic and Free-Thought organizations.

            These new email addresses will be added to those already in our computer, mail-

            merge system and used in our outreach work to encourage many additional

            institutions to participate in the annual celebration of Darwin, Science and

            Humanity! The year 2008 is the lead-up year to Darwin’s bicentennial birthday in

            2009 and we wish to take advantage of this added incentive for organizations to

            participate in both years.

     13.  Robert J. Stephens, Ph.D.

             343 Lexington Dr.

             Menlo Park, Ca. 94025.

             Home Phone # 650-325-9310

     14. Expenditures Monitored ----

           The funds we are requesting will be used to hire and pay part-time students with 

           good computer skills, to use the world-wide-web -- to obtain and transfer contact

           information for professional people in existing target institutions, to spread-sheets.

           These lists of names and email addresses will then be used in our promotional

           outreach work both nationally and internationally.

           These employees will fill out timecards and in addition, their work will be further

            monitored by their production.  From trial experience, we have determined that it

            takes an average of about 30 seconds to find and transfer each data point from the 

            World-Wide-Web to a spreadsheet, making it ready for us to use in our

            promotional outreach work.  Therefore we will be able to monitor their efforts

            closely, both with the time they have spent and their productivity.

15. Describe the type of activity your organization normally conducts ------                 

       DDC’s activity 

The 'Darwin Day' project promotes and delivers informal science education on the subject of evolution, in an economically efficient manner, to a broad spectrum of the general public. The model, which we have already tested for over 6 years has been found to be successful, and consists of two significant, innovative elements. First, we have constructed a website http://www.darwinday.org, that serves continuously as an informal source of accurate scientific information on evolution for students and teachers at all levels. This website also contains detailed information on the topics of Charles Darwin's life, his contributions as an important scientist, and evolutionary biology -- including the molecular mechanisms that underlie the process of evolution. An independent measure of the success and respect given our Web site is the fact that over 1,100 other Web sites link to it for information on these subjects. Second, using Darwin as a symbol, we promote annual Celebrations of Science and Humanity, sponsored by many other existing organizations at no cost to us. These activities take place on, or near Darwin's birthday on February 12 each year. To promote these activities, we use a database, dynamic Web page generation, and e-mail to encourage and publicize a variety of public lectures and other activities at universities, secular free-thought organizations, exhibits in libraries and museums, dramatizations, and other events open to the public, as well as private functions such as dinners and parties, focused on the scientific basis of evolution (An exchange of books and reading of science articles are a popular activity at private events.) Here are some statistics on our activities in February 2006 and 2007. In 2006 there were over 650 informal educational Darwin Day events open to the public, and in 2007 this number of events has increased to over 850 that took place across America and in 14 additional countries. Samples of these activities are listed on our website under 'Events'. In addition, our promotional activities were picked up by 'top news service agencies' such as Bloomberg and AP wire services -- as a result articles appeared in over 155 newspapers, E-news articles and also on prime-time TV evening news. Further, the term "Darwin Day," a phrase propagated by our website and outreach activities now appears on over 142,000 web pages. Unfortunately it is not possible to establish an accurate figure on how many people have been directly influenced by this activity but we think it is safe to say that they number in the low millions.

16. Indicate Geographical Areas--------------------------------

DDC operates at all geographical levels because it is a Web-based organization that has been efficient and effective at reaching out to local, state, national and international organizations.

17. Describe the type of activity ---DDC Mission Statement-

DDC is a Web-Based educational organization with a dual mission, to promote public education about science and in addition to encourage the celebration of Darwin, Science and Humanity throughout the global community including the general public, private and public institutions, science professionals, science educators at all levels, secular and free-thought organizations, libraries, museums, the print and electronic media, and science enthusiasts everywhere. Science is our most valuable and reliable knowledge system. It has been and continues to be acquired solely through the application of human curiosity and ingenuity and most importantly, it has provided enormous benefit to the health, prosperity and intellectual satisfaction for human existence. These are worthy achievements for all people to celebrate!

To support this mission, DDC maintains an attractive website that provides potential participants with extensive educational material together with examples and appropriate suggestions on ways to develop meaningful celebrations. All participants are invited and encouraged to register their events on the DDC website by going to www.darwinday.org in order to both advertise their celebration and to develop a sense of common purpose among all participants. 

To grow this mission, DDC maintains an ongoing, continually expanding, international outreach effort, using all means at our disposal such as lists of names and email addresses in the categories named above, in order to encourage participation.  Press releases, email announcements and even snail mail invitations are employed to promote this worthy cause. The countdown to 2009 – Darwin’s 200th birthday, is in its last 2 years and we hope you will join this effort and experience the satisfaction of participating with others to establish a positive celebration that reaches out to our entire Global Community! We believe it’s an idea whose time has come!!!

18. Beginning with your organization’s most recent 

Perhaps the clearest and most direct evidence of DDC’s accomplishments can be understood by the number of celebration that we have been able to encourage existing organizations to sponsor and produce during the last 5 years. In addition our presents on the internet and in the national news has grown substantially.

In 2007 there were at least 850 DDC events registered on our website.

In 2006 this number was about 650 

In 2005 this same measure of activity was ------ 

In 2004 there were ------- events registered and ---

In 2003 the number was ------.

As you can see these numbers alone attest to very substantial growth. In addition, our promotional activities were picked up by 'top news service agencies' such as Bloomberg and AP wire services -- as a result articles appeared in over 150 newspapers, E-news articles and also on prime-time TV evening news. Further, the term "Darwin Day," a phrase propagated by our website and outreach activities now appears on over 142,000 web pages. Unfortunately it is not possible to establish an accurate figure on how many people have been directly influenced by this activity but we think it is safe to say that they number in the millions.

 We would like to take advantage of the next two years as scientists anticipate Darwin’s bicentennial birthday. Our methods of promoting celebrations of Darwin, Science and Humanity have proven to be effective and efficient and with a modest increase in funding that we are seeking from the James Hervey Johnson Trust we believe we can quadruple the number of DDC EVENTS by 2009.

19. List all organizations ------------------------------------------

Until now, the funds required to run Darwin Day have been provided by friends of DDC and volunteer professionals that have donated there time. Here are the resources that we have had, and we think you will agree DDC has been able to accomplish very significant results with modest means.

Friend # 1 -- $34,000 in stokes. 

Friend # 2 -- $ 22,000 annual donation. 

Friend # 3 -- $ 11,500 one-time donation.     

Small donations from DDC “supporters” ~$5,000.

In addition Robert Stephens Ph.D. has devoted full-time to this project for the past 4 years -- an estimated value of ~ $340,000. Other volunteer professionals have developed content for the website – donating an estimate of about 50 hr per year – for a value of  ~ $6,500.  

